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ñDavesô Great Adventureò 
By DaveR  

 

 

 

Easter 2010 

 The weather was sunny with winds from the south at the edge of 
our comfort zone of about 20 knots. The predicted swell of over 2 
metres had us questioning our sanity. But the tides and wind 
direction were in our favour for the whole weekend.  

The plan was to paddle from Cleveland to Caloundra via North 
Stradbroke Island, Moreton Island and Bribie Island, a distance of 
120km. 

The three intrepid kayakers setting out for their great adventure 
were Dave Levick better known as DaveL, Dave Ryland aka DaveR 
and Rob Townsley alias DaveT.  

With the swell from behind and off our right shoulder, we set out 
towards Peel Island. We passed to the north of the island, skimming 
the top of the reef. Having passed Peel Island, we found that we had 
made our first mistake........we were too early for lunch at the Small 
Boat Club at Dunwich. So we continued on to Myora Springs where 
we had morning tea. This was better timing as the tide had been 
quite strong against us. For DaveL, this was a nostalgic visit. He 
remembered this as one of the first places he visited when he came 
to Brisbane. 

We paddle to Amity, lunched and continued on to Flinders Beach 
where we had hoped to camp. Here, we made the decision to make 
the crossing to Moreton Island. Unfortunately, the site we had 
chosen had Sandflies...... more sandflies then all the midges that 
DaveL had felt in Scotland???? 

 



  

The crossing to Moreton, although started in trepidation, proved to be uneventful. So we set up 
camp with a nice southerly blowing, ensuring a sandfly free campsite. Distance paddled 34km. 

 The second day was a paddle of about 36km. This was from Reeders Point to Comboyuro Point. 
The swell was again from behind us but off our left shoulder.  We saw numerous shovelnose 
sharks, stingrays, turtles and a pod of dolphins. We did come across an unusual sight of a black 
dorsal fin, stationary in the water. After a nervous investigation it was found to be a kayak paddle. (I 
hope the kayak and occupant are OK). After lunch at Tangalooma Resort (we did it tough), it was 
decided to expel DaveT from the Davesô Club when he put up his sail and sailed merrily passed the 
two real Daves.  

 

We set up camp at Comboyuro Point then dined on the beach where we contemplated our biggest 
challenge, the crossing from Moreton Island to Bribie Island. This is a distance of 16km, across 2 
metre PLUS seas, with a 20 to 25knot wind off our port bow. 

 

I donôt know about the others, but I awoke calm and ready to accept my fate. DaveL and I had 
never done a crossing like this before. So we were relying on the experience of Rob to get us 
through the day. Our first mission was to get around the Salamander Bank 3-4 km offshore. We 
could see the waves crashing on the banks sending spray high into the air. Having navigated our 
way into the breeze and outgoing tide around the danger, we made a sprint across the main 
shipping channel. I for one did not want an encounter with a large ship. Having crossed the 
channel, we were about half way to Bribie...... ñItôs all over bar the shoutingò. What was that 
shouting........It was DaveL telling us he had broken his rudder cable. Bugger!!  We rafted up 
together and did an emergency repair. The repair involved tying the broken cable to DaveLôs big 
toe. (You can tell the difference between DaveL and DaveR by DaveLôs extra long right big toe). 
This was of course not a laughing matter at the time as the pressure exerted on DaveLôs toe was 
extremely painful. 

 

We arrived at Bribie Island, to DaveLôs relief, for an early lunch. I had successfully negotiated my 
first, surf beach landing. That smugness would be wiped off my face when I later tried to do my first 
beach start. The break on Bribie was a great relief. Not to mention the toilet stop relief as well. 
DaveL made repairs to his rudder cable and prepared to launch out to sea again. Our destination 
was still another 16km up the outside of Bribie Island. DaveL and I were aided in our launch by 
Rob. That earned him enough points to rejoin the Davesô Club. We arrived at our campsite after 
another successful beach landing.  Well... we ended up on dry land. We used a signal mirror to let 
our support crew, stationed in Caloundra, know our location (OK.....enough of the jokes about me 
flashing). 

 

Day four would be the easy day. Only 12km or 2hours paddle. That was the plan. Caloundra bar 
had a different idea. Three metre waves crashed on the bar with frightening vigour. We paddled 
around for half an hour before deciding to land on the top of Bribie Island. On the top is where the 
waves left us, wet and bedraggled we contemplated our next move. We eventually found our way 
around a rip that had eased as the tide turned. We made it to Bulcock Beach for an early lunch.( 
that seemed to be the pattern... early lunch). 

 

I would like to thank DaveL and DaveT for a great adventure. We could not have had this adventure 
but for the help from Wendy (DaveW) and Claire (DaveC).  

 

ñThank You Allò 

 



 

 

Booking for all events is essential.  

Donôt forget to confirm for all events on the Wednesday  before the event.  

 
 
 
Saturday, 5th June 
Coomera Circuit with Dave Ryland. 

This is a lovely walk taking some of the best scenery that Binna Burra has to offer. The walk starts 

from the top car park at Binna Burra. We initially follow the Border Track for about 1.9 km before 

branching onto the Coomera Circuit proper. The trail gradually descends through some quite 

spectacular rain forest skirting the edge of Coomera Gorge. We stop for some morning tea at the look 

out near Coomera Falls to take in the fresh air and wonderful views. 

From here the track crosses the creek at the back of the falls and slowly winds its way back up the 

valley to the escarpment. Along the way it re crosses the creek several times. Being deep in the 

forest these crossings can be tricky due to the low light and slippery moss covered rocks. Time 

permitting, once we reach the top of the escarpment we may opt to detour out to one of the lookouts. 

Eventually we rejoin the Border Track and follow this for approximately 8 km back to Binna Burra. 

 
Sunday, 6th June 
Yeronga River Breakfast Walk with Dave Ryland & Mary Hartley. 

The walk will be by the river, on some tracks you may not know exists, through residential areas, and 
concludes at Yeronga Bakery for a breakfast. Runners or walking sandals fine, There are a few water 
fountains along the way. It is an easy walk, mostly flat. 
Great company is assured. 
 
 
Sunday, 20th June 
Warrie Circuit with Dave Ryland 

Warrie circuit is one of the most beautiful, scenic walks that south east Queensland has on offer. It 

may be longer than most beginnersô walks, but you will be captivated by the majestic waterfalls and 

calm creeks. 

We will begin this walk in the anti-clockwise direction around the upper part of the volcanic rim. 

Around 15 minutes later we start to descend into the lush valleys of Springbrook. After passing 

through Palm groves and numerous small waterfalls, we lunch at a place called 'the meeting of the 

waters'. Here we find one of many swimming holes to cool weary legs. 

After lunch we begin the climb to the escarpment that forms the upper part of the volcanic rim. 

Although it is not a difficult climb, the track winds continuously upwards for around 7 km. 

On completion of the uphill section, we take a detour to Twin Falls and back to the cars via the same 

route on which we started out. 

The walk finishes at the Rosella Coffee shop, where we will partake of a well earned drink. 
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Saturday, 26th June 
Drynan's Hut - Paddy's Peak with Col Farley 
This walk follows a ridge in the Maroon/Barney NP. There are good views of Mt Barney and the SW 

side of Mt Maroon. Lunch will be in the vicinity of Paddy's Peak. Our return route will be via Paddy's 

Plain and an access trail.  

 

Sunday, 27th June 
Somerset Trail - Mt Mee SFP 

This walk is 15km long and showcases most of the features that the Mt Mee Reserve has to offer. It 

winds its way through diverse forest types ranging from open dry eucalypt to scribbly gum and moist 

rain forest. About half way along the trail we will take in great views of Lake Somerset and Lake 

Wivenhoe to the West. We will take a short detour from the trail to visit Mt Byron. The walk ends 

where it starts at the Gantry Day Use Area car park. 

The Mt Mee Forest reserve is at the end of Sellin Road. Sellin Road is signposted off the Mt Mee 

road and is about 22km from the small town of Dayboro. There is no water along the trail so you will 

need to bring adequate supplies with you. A leisurely pace should see us complete this walk in about 

4 to 4 .5hours. The terrain category is listed as 3 and the general gradient of the track is moderate 

with some steep sections. Most of the morning will be spent going uphill. 

Notes: 1. the return time is a guide only and will depend upon the general pace of the group during 

the day. If you are not used to Bushwalking, the strenuous nature of this activity may leave you 

drained by the end of the day. In this case, it is recommended not to schedule any additional activities 

for the evening following this event. 

2. This walk is unlikely to be cancelled due to rain as the track condition isn't greatly affected by wet 

weather. In the event of a cancellation, every effort will be made to contact you the evening before. 

 

 

Twin Falls Warrie Circuit  

http://www.k2extreme.com.au/admin/trip_sheet.php?id=765
http://www.k2extreme.com.au/admin/trip_sheet.php?id=1112


 

 

 

 

Saturday, 10th July  

Mt Pinbarren, Mt Cooroora & Pomona markets with Melanie Niblett 

From our meeting point we drive 5km on gravel road to James McKane Lookout. From here there are 
fabulous views of Noosa Heads and Glasshouse Mountains to the south. This lookout is a stop on the 
Noosa Trail. We walk across farm paddocks to the base of Mt Pinbarren. The ascent is through 
softwood scrub with some rocky scrambling. 
On our return to the lookout we drive 12km to Pomona where we spend not more than an hour for 
lunch with an opportunity to browse the Saturday markets and shops in this heritage town.  
We then drive 3km to climb Mt Cooroora, famous for the King of the Mountain race held on the 24th 
July. Finish time not later than 3pm. 
 
Saturday, 18th July 
Mezzanine Ridge - Mt Barney with Mark Naumann 
 
Mezzanine ridge is dwarfed in size by south and south east ridges, but not in difficulty. This razorback 
ridge is rated as one of the more difficult ridges on Mt Barney, due to the significant amount of 
exposed scrambling that must be undertaken. At times, the ridge is only 1-2 metres wide with 
considerable drops on either side. The ridge peters out about half way up the mountain, which results 
in a bit of a scrub bash to the top of East peak. Descent of Mt. Barney will be via south east ridge. 
 
Saturday, 24th July 
Gold Creek with Wendy Townsley & Julianne Cowles 
This is a walk is on forestry tracks close to Brisbane. The exact route will be posted closer to the date. 
 
Saturday, 31St July 
Wilsonôs Peak with Mark Naumann 
 
This Peak stands alone facing Mt Superbus from the other side of Tevoit Gap. A bit of a scramble get 
us up to the top of Wilson's Peak. We will then follow the border fence to a saddle where we will head 
bush to the creek. Views are good early on in the walk and there will be views on our descent of the 
peak 
 
Saturday, 15th August 
Barney Traverse with Mark Naumann 
 
We ascend Mt Barney via Loganôs Ridge; this ridge has plenty of open rock with great views and 
exposure. After admiring the summit views we descend to Rum Jungle then ascend West Peak 
where a (hopefully) early lunch will be had. An exposed descent down the chimney to Savages 
Ridge, leads us to the road and then back to the cars. This will be a long day requiring excellent 
fitness (1300m climb) and a good head for heights as there will be sections of quite exposed 
scrambling 
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Saturday, 21st  August 
Bare Rock with Wendy Townsley & Julianne Cowles  

A graded zigzag track will lead us up the slopes of Mt Cordeaux through lush rainforest littered with 

ferns and moss. Before hugging the southern cliff line, we will pass an old gold mine shaft, turn right 

at the track junction then continue to Mt Cordeaux lookout for a short break. We will back track to the 

junction and continue along the spear lily covered ridge which has good views back towards Mt 

Cordeaux. We will continue to Bare Rock where we will break for lunch and enjoy the superb views of 

the Main Range. We will return the same way stopping off at Morganôs Lookout for a quick peak .On a 

sunny day it can get quite hot hence a good hat & sun-screen is required.  

 
 
Saturday, 29th August 
Bridge to Brisbane Walk with Dave Ryland 

This is a walk for Charity that anyone can do. How about  joining us less competitive charity workers 

and walk the course. 45000 people participated in last yearôs event 

 

 

 

Mt Cordeaux    
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http://www.k2extreme.com.au/admin/trip_sheet.php?id=1114
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K2 trip to Moreton Island .  

May 8 - 9 th  2010.  

 

 7 people, Dave (leader), Marilyn, Bev, Mark, Stewart, Tina & Liz. We arrived at 9 am and began the 
walk on the beach to the entrance of Middle Road to cross the island. We stopped and chatted with a 
cyclist who was planning to stay 9 days. Most of his load was radio equipment. His hobby is to 
communicate with people, all over the world. He can only cycle on the hard sand and consequently 
his movements are tide dependent!  We left him and started to walk. Dave wrote on the trip sheet...  it 
will be between 10-12 Km... Well, we did around 35 including both days. Each step we walked our 
shoes would go down the ground around 5 cm. It was like pushing a truck.  We went over and over 
endless hills, stop for morning tea, and walked for another hour. We had lunch where the sign to Mt 
Tempest was. Then, we reached the beach and walked...... Good that I suggested to Dave to have a 
look on a path ...otherwise Dave would had made us to walk for a couple of more hours. A small team 
went to have a look and found a fantastic spot for camping. 

 We set our tents and discussed our next activity. It was decided to leave Mt Tempest for the next 
day. We went to the beach and walked, and walked...around 6 Km (one way). It was getting late and 
finally... Dave allowed us to return. The wind was so strong; again it was like pushing a truck.... 
Finally we were back to the camp and had dinner. And as usual, Marilyn shared her delicacies with 
us. Celery and capsicum sticks deep in a cheese blend with apricots and coconuté.Very nice. She 
also shared some mint squares- dark chocolate parcels, Uhmmm yummy!  We then had a big 
discussion about the creek. Some of us were completely sure we hadn't crossed any creek!!  At the 
end we agreed there was a creek and we had crossed it just before finding the camping site. The 
night was beautiful and the sky was full of stars, satellites and planes. We enjoyed the evening 
watching the sky. We had some visitors during the night; heard noises....... animals were around.  

Some brave people got up and saw the sunrise...it wasn't me of course. We packed our tents, had 
breakfast and started the journey back. We hide our backpacks in the bush and walked load free to 
Mt Tempest....  The view from the top was magnificent. We were able to see even Brisbane lost in a 
fog.... but it was just there. We came down fast, took our loads back and started to cross the island to 
where the ferry leaves/arrive. Some of us had a swiméothers were comfortable with their smell and 
decided to enjoy it for longer!! ..... (Hahahaha). We took the ferry back at the end of the day and were 
lucky to enjoy a beautiful sunset!!! 

Liz Izquierdo  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


